
 

 Greetings! 

 

 All of us here at the Tybee Island Light Station would like to wish you and yours a happy holiday 
season! Here at the lighthouse we have had a busy year but we were able to meet almost all of the goals that 
we set. Two new walking tours were added to our educational program. The first 
one is a walking tour of the Fort Screven Batteries, and the second is a Halloween 
walking tour that revolves around the darker side of Tybee.  We restored all of the 
windows of the lighthouse, making them operational once again. The discovery 
phase has begun for the Fuel Storage building, this revealed the wonderful high 
ceiling of the interior. We applied for our National Landmark Status and are still in 
the process of rewrites. Three new storyboards were created for our property, one 
for the garden, one for the Henry Sims Morgan monument and the last one for the 
Otranto marker. Lastly, we completed plans for the restoration of the Gylliard Cot-
tage located on the back of our property.   

 We also continue our Partners in Preservation program started by the late 
Cullen Chambers. We continue to work the Historic Preservation Committee, on 
both the creation of a new National South End District as well as additions to the 
South End Overlay District. We developed three new storyboards to mark the Na-
tional Historic Districts already located on Tybee, and helped the City of Tybee on 
their plans to improve Memorial Park. 

 Now it is time for a new year and new goals - we have plenty of those for 2019. We have started, and 
hope to continue, our Museum Mondays. This program takes an artifact in the museum and tells its story on 
our social media pages. We hope to develop three new exhibits this coming year, a hurricane exhibit in the 
Museum, a few new interactive children’s exhibits around the lighthouse site, and an interactive exhibit in 
the Raised Cottage about what it was like on Tybee in the 1920s. We also plan to republish an old cookbook 
that is full of wonderful recipes from locals. Most importantly though, we wish to update our volunteer pro-
gram, volunteers are vital to our mission and we cannot operate the site without them, and we hope to offer 
them more than we ever had before through training, trips, and raffles, so if you’re looking for a place to vol-
unteer look no further than the Tybee Lighthouse.  

 As all of these goals prove, our main mission of education still holds true. We hope to continue to 
welcome the over 100,000 visitors that visit every year and give them an educational experience to remem-
ber. 

 Sarah Jones 

 Executive Director 
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 Everyone likes a good ghost story. For some reason it is delight-
ful to be just a little bit scared.  This year, the Tybee Island Historical 

Society launched a haunted history 
tour during the Halloween season 
and, I hope, we delivered some 
(mild) thrills and chills. Tybee is, 
let’s face it, an odd little island. De-
pending on how you look at it, we 
are either the beginning or the end of 
highway 80, which stretches from 
Tybee Island all the way to San Die-
go. There is something a little mysti-
cal about being the literal end of the 
road. For the vast majority of its his-
tory Tybee was also extremely iso-
lated. As we sit in a line of cars  
backed up to get down the Tybee 
road it may be difficult to imagine a 
time when Tybee was a lonely re-
mote location, but for the majority of 
the 19th century and all the time that 

came before, the population of this island was sparse at best. Before the 
Railroad connected Tybee to Savannah in 1887 it was relatively diffi-
cult and certainly time consuming to the travel to the island by boat, 
when combined with the bugs and extreme heat that are typical to this 
area, Tybee was not as accessible or as desirable as it has become today. 
Even the knowledge that we have of the indigenous Native American 
tribes suggest that they did not have permanent settlements here on the 
island. While Indian tribes did certainly travel here to fish, hunt & gath-
er, they did not stay and for most of the history of this island not many 
other people did either. 

 While pulling together research sources for this tour it became 
evident that it was not difficult to find incidences of strange occurrences 

in the history of this unique, remote island.  In truth, as the research was 
being pooled, it started to seem remarkable the number of strange sto-
ries that could be compiled from one tiny little location. While it would 

not be fortuitous to lay out all of the stories that were uncovered, as 
there will be more haunted history tours next Halloween, I will tell you 
that this island is beset on all sides by tales of bombs, pirates, ships lost 

to storms, and smugglers. It is populated with tales of soldiers who may 
or may not have ever abandoned their posts, suffers of disease left care-
lessly in quarantine, and the harrowing stories of those who have sur-
vived hurricanes that must have felt like the end of the world. There 

have been mysterious fires and young duelists who left their blood, and 
sometimes their lives, here on the sand, and all of it is connected to Sa-
vannah by a road that has a death toll all its own. Don’t worry about all 

of that though, go to the beach, have a nice time. However, when Hal-
loween rolls around next year, perhaps you should sign up for the haunt-
ed history tour. Just so you will know what to watch out for. 

Thrills & Chills of Tybee Island History 
By: Desiree Wood, Director of Education 
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What’s That Big, Ugly Building Over There? 
By: Art Worden, Assistant Volunteer Coordinator 

 

 That is a question that I get at least daily while on the grounds of the light station. The questioner is 
invariably pointing at Battery Brumby or sometimes Battery Garland. Some people have guessed that it is 
some sort of barrier to protect the lighthouse from the ocean. Some think it is a prison, and some have no 
idea. 
 I guess compared to the light station, the gun batteries can be considered ugly. They surely don’t reach 
majestically for the sky or shoot a guiding beacon out to sea to guide ships into port. The truth is exactly the 
opposite. They were designed to blend into the environment with large amount of sand on three sides. The 
sand makes the buildings look like sand dunes when viewed from the Savannah River and Atlantic Ocean.  
This camouflages its actual intent. As a coastal defense fort, you don’t want to advertise where you are to en-
emy ships. 
 Fort Screven is just one of many Endicott Period forts which were designed and built following the 
Civil War as a result of what happened to Fort Pulaski in 1861. Fort Pulaski, like most other forts of that era, 
was not “invisible” and therefore a target to enemy guns. New technology, specifically rifled cannon, tore Pu-
laski’s walls down. This in turn made all of the older forts vulnerable and resulted in “invisible,” ugly gun 
batteries that could withstand rifled cannon. Eventually, Endicott Period forts became vulnerable with the ad-
vent of aircraft that could drop bombs; and so it goes. 
 Fort Screven has a very interesting and varied career. It was opened in 1897, at the time of the Spanish
-American War, and was active through World War II, only being 
decommissioned in 1945. To most people, the gun batteries are the 
most interesting aspect of the fort. Since we haven’t been focusing 
on the fort and batteries, it seemed appropriate to present these to 
our guests, considering their importance and rich history.  So a walk-
ing tour of the batteries was put together using much of the infor-
mation gathered by Cullen Chambers several years ago. Cullen’s 
tours were self-guided. The current tours are conducted by staff and 
volunteers who walk with our guests and provide history to them. 
 Our tour begins in Battery Garland, with a detailed descrip-
tion of the workings of a gun battery. We then proceed to Battery 
Brumby where we climb to the top of the #3 gun. Next, the walk 
continues past Batteries Fenwick, Backus, and Gant, all of which are 
privately owned and therefore not open to us. We end at Battery Ha-
bersham which was the mortar battery. 
 The walk is 0.8 miles, so we recommend guests wear com-
fortable shoes. The battery tours are conducted every Monday at 
9AM, and reservations are required due to a limit of 15 guests. 
 Our next project concerning the batteries could be to find a 
cannon for Battery Garland or a mortar for Battery Habersham. That 
would surely make the tours more authentic. We are searching for them now. We’ll let you know… 

A New Kind of Newsletter — Coming Soon! 
 

We will be moving our newsletter to an exclusively digital format.  
We hope this will make the newsletter available to more people, 

easier to access, and produced more regularly.  We would appreciate 
a confirmation of your correct email address so that we can make 

sure that you will be able to get our newsletters.   
 

Please email Desiree Wood at desiree@tybeelighthouse.org to  
confirm your email address. 
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Another year is finishing. It will mark my 10th year working for the Tybee Island Historical Society. It has 
gone by quickly! During that time many changes have occurred, especially with our volunteers. We are now 
calling them Lighthouse Keepers and we operate with approximately 60 of them. They are predominantly re-
tired and living on Tybee or Wilmington Island. However, we do have several living in Savannah and Pooler. 
One comes in from Bluffton, and one from Hilton Head! Their backgrounds are as diverse as the places they 
live. We have doctors, nurses, teachers, politicians, military, federal government, engineers, airline employ-
ees, private business owners, city employees and various other professionals. 

 

The importance of our keepers can never be over-
stated. On any given day we have 8 openings to be 
filled: lighthouse, museum, head keeper’s House, 
and Hosti-Fogarty cottage. The lighthouse and 
museum must have someone there for both shifts 
– morning and afternoon. That amounts to 8 open-
ings a day, 309 days a year for a total of 2,472 
shifts a year. We have staff that aids when needed 
and some locals looking to perform community 
service. 

 

I can never express enough of our gratitude to all that give their time to insure that the Tybee Island Historical 
Society continues to represent itself to our visitors with a product we can be proud of. 

Our Lighthouse Keepers 
By: Gus Rehnstrom, Volunteer Coordinator 


